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Panchmahaboot, Akasha, Vayu, Agni, Jala and Prithvi forms 
the basis of cosmic creation or the Universe as well as its 
sustainability. Living creatures including the mankind is 
possible and would sustain on the primordial sustenance of 
Panchmahaboot. However, people have been reshaping the 
earth continuously unprecedented rate. The expected impact 
costs our lives in the near future.  

The two undesirable desires of mankind URBANIZATION and 
INDUSTRIALIZATION would stand in forefront as the 
predominant culprits of the current days devastations. This 
reveals that, modern generation with due influence of 
western culture have been practicing commodity approach 
towards Panchmahaboot. But knowledge and practice of the 
yester generation is delinked with know-how, the primordial 
Bharatiyas striked the balance between their life style in line 
with Panchmahaboot with spiritual approach. 
 

In this regard, SUMANGALAM, an initiative of some like 
minded organizations have come together to expound the 
Bharatiya concepts and narratives on securing 
“PANCHMAHABOOT” and secure the life in tune with the 
primordial nature of PANCHMAHABOOT in the form of 
conferences and workshops at the national level. 

As an integral part of this initiative, one of the 
Panchmahaboot, Jala is chosen to start with. The Deendayal 
Research Institute New Delhi in association with Vijayanagra 
Sri Krishanadevaraya University Ballari and Kannada University 
Hampi is scheduled to conduct the national level conclave 
called SUJALAM from 29th to 31st October 2022 at Kannada 
University Hampi, Karnataka. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

ABOUT SUJALAM CONFERENCE 



  WELCOMING AND OPENING CEREMONY  
 

The inaugural function of the Conference was held on 29th 
October 2022, Saturday with the invocation by the students of 
Hampi University as well as welcome address was given by Dr. S. 
C. Patil, Registrar, VSK University, Ballari. He welcomed the 
guests who were presented on the dais:  
 
Meenakshi Lekhi,  
Minister of State for External Affairs and Culture of India,  Govt. 
of India 
She told Rivers can be kept holy only when they are viewed with 
reverence. We are all using plastic for everything. Many 
substances that harm the environment are harmful to the river. 
Due to this there will be shortage of water in the coming days. 
 
Tulasi Gowda 

Environmentalist and Padma Shri Awardee 
 
Kailash Vijayvargiya 
National General Secretary, Bharatiya Janata Party 
 
Anand Singh 
Minister of Tourism, Ecology and Environment of Karnataka 
 
Atul Jain 
DRI General Secretary 
 
Prof. Siddu P Algur 
Vice-Chancellor, VSK University, Ballari 
 
Dr. S. C. Ramesh 
Vice-Chancellor, Kannada University, Hampi 
 
Dr. S. C. Patil 
Registrar, VSK University, Ballari 
 
Dr. A. Subbanna Rai 
Registrar, Kannada University, Hampi 
 

 

 



 
 

The conference witnessed a participation of nearly 347 plus 
research scholars, faculty, students and key officials 
nationally to discuss Panchmahaboot  with focus on Jala.  
 
Delegates: 23 
Students: 60 
Resource Persons: 19 
Faculty: 74 
Scholars: 157 

   Syndicate & AC Members: 14 
________________________________________ 

Day-1 (29 October 2022) 
Soon after the inaugural session, the first technical session 
on “Conceptual and Circumstantial Challenges in the 
Present Context” began. The Keynote Speakers for this 
session were spoke on: 
Sri. Taranath Warkadi- River and its Myths 
Dr. S. Y. Somshekhar- Rain Harvesting System in Karnataka 

Sagar Deshpande- Saptarshi Umbrella Economic Model and 
Innovative Technology 
Umesh Gokhale- Sustainable solutions for farming, farm 
produce processing and its management 
Mrs. Shraddha- Water Wisdom/Traditions in Maharashtra 
Ms. Vashali Deka- Water Wisdom/Traditions in Assam 
 
The second technical session on “Water related folklore” and 
“Traditional Water conservation Management in 
Karnataka”. The Keynote Speakers for this session were 
spoke on: 
Dr. Cheluvaraj- Water and its Folklore 
Dr. Prakash Bhat- Spiritual path for sustainable agriculture 
through upgradation of soil, water and trees 
Sri. Shailendra Sharma- Science Behind Coins Purifying Water 
bodies 
Mr.Shivananda Kalave- Decentralized Water System in 
Karnataka 
Dr. Shobha Nayak- Water stand 
Ms. Meena- Water Wisdom/Traditions in Rajasthan 
 

The third technical session on “Conceptual and 
Circumstantial Challenges in the Present Context”. The 
Keynote Speakers for this session were spoke on: 
Mr. Shreepada Bicchugatthi- Water Resources Management 
System in Vijayanagara Empire 
Mr. H. M. Prashanth- Roe of stakeholders in water 
management 
 

PARTICIPANTS and SPEAKERS 



 
 

Day-2 (30 October 2022) 
 

The fourth Technical session of 30th October was on 
“Glorification/Description of Element of Water in Kannada  
Literature- Karnatic Knowledge System”. The Keynote Speakers 
for this session were spoke on: 
Sri. Stanzin- Water Wisdom/Traditions in Laddakh 
Dr. Masudi- Water rituals and folk in Kashmir 
Dr. Shipra Mathur- Role of Media in Disseminating the Concept 
Dr. Mukta Sharma- Water rituals and folk in Punjab  
 
 
The fifth Technical session on “The impact of water on social 
life of Kannadigas”. The Keynote Speakers for this session were 
spoke on:  
Ms. Tilling- Water rituals and folk in Arunchal Pradesh 
Sri. Malligavad Anand- Water Bodies and its Cultural Connect of 
PeopleR. G. Timmapur- Water management in Karnataka 
  
The sixth Technical session on “Dovetailing traditional knowledge 
with modern science vis-à-vis water conservation”. The Keynote 
Speakers for this session were spoke on: 
Sri. Narendra Paul- Water Wisdom/Traditions in Himachal 
Padmaprasad- Rain : Belief and Practice 
Sri. Farhad Contractor- Water Wisdom/Traditions in India 
 
The seventh Technical session on “Panchmahabhootas: A holistic 
approach towards ecology”. The Keynote Speakers for this session 
were spoke on: 
 Prof. B.M. Kumarswamy - Ecology and Hydrology 
Prof. Molly Kaushal- The Concept of Panchmahabhoot 
Sri. Ramesh Jalan- Panchmahabhoot in International Context 



TUNGABHADRA AARTI 

 
 

 
 

 

CULTURAL PROGRAMMES 



                                           VALEDICTORY CEREMONY 

 
 

 
The National Conference on "SUJALAAM- An Indian Narrative of 
Water " is now drawing to a  close. Dr. Vishnukant S. Chatpalli, 
Vice-Chancellor, Karnataka State Rural Development And 
Panchayat Raj University, Gadag  was given Valedictory address. 
He told It is very important to change the mind of people about 
water conservation. He also told one of the urgent needs of 
today is to create awareness about water conservation at the 
individual, family and societal level. 
 
Kadhsiddheshwar Swamiji, Siddhagiri Math, Kaneri Kolhapur has 
told water has life as well as death. Water that has sustained 
human civilization for thousands of years has been polluted like 
never before by technological modernization. Swamiji also said 
that everyone should adopt a sense of duty and observance of 
laws in protecting the environment. 
 

***** 
 We would like to take this opportunity to extend our sincere 
gratitude and appreciation to all of you, for your invaluable 
contributions in making this event a great success. 

 
We hope the past three days have been fruitful and that you will be 
able to make the most from the sessions you attended. We hope 
that you shared your experiences and  expertise with other 
participants from near and far, and that a cordial relationship 
established among us during the Sujalam Conference will further 
strengthen. 

 
Prof. Siddu P. Algur 
Vice-Chancellor 
VSK University, Ballari 
 
Dr.  S. C. Ramesh 
Vice-Chancellor 
Kannada Uni   versit   y, Hampi 



  
Annex 1 

 
CONFERENCE PROGRAMME 

 
Day-01, Staurday 29th October 2022 

 
10.00 to 11.00 CONTEXTUAL SETTING 

Technical Session-01 (Parallel Session 1) Theme: Conceptual and Circumstantial Challenges in the Present Context 

Time& Duration Resource Person Topic 

11
.0

0-
12

.0
0 11.00 to 11.15 Sri. Taranath Warkadi River and its Myths 

11.15 to 11.30 Dr. S. Y. Somshekhar Rain Harvesting System in Karnataka 

11.30 to 11.45 Sagar Deshpande Saptarshi Umbrella Economic Model and Innovative Technology 
Solutions 

11.45 to 12.00 Discussions with Chair Remarks 
Technical Session-01 (Parallel Session2) Theme: Conceptual and Circumstantial Challenges in the Present Context 

Time& Duration Resource Person Topic 

11
.0

0-
 

12
.0

0 

11.00 to 11.15 Umesh Gokhale Sustainable solutions for farming, farm produce processing and its management 

11.15 to 11.30 Mrs. Shraddha Water Wisdom/Traditions in Maharashtra 
11.30 to 11.45 Ms. Vashali Deka Water Wisdom/Traditions in Assam 

11.45 to 12.00 Discussions with Chair Remarks 
Technical Session-02 (Parallel Session1) Theme: Water related folklore 

Time& Duration Resource Person Topic 

12
.0

0 
to

 
13

.3
0 

12.00 to12.30 Dr. Cheluvaraj Water and its Folklore 

12.30 to 12.45 Dr. Prakash Bhat Spiritual path for sustainable agriculture through upgradation of soil, 
water and trees  

12.50 to 13.20 Sri. Shailendra Sharma Science Behind Coins Purifying Water bodies 
13.20 to 13.30 Discussions with Chair Remarks 

Technical Session-02 (Parallel Session2) Theme: Traditional Water conservation Management in Karnataka 
Time& Duration Resource Person Topic 

12
.0

0 
to

 
13

.3
0 

12.00 to12.30 Mr.Shivananda Kalave Decentralized Water System in Karnataka 

12.30 to 12.45 Dr. Shobha Nayak   Nira Nilume 
12.50 to 13.20 Ms. Meena Water Wisdom/Traditions in Rajasthan 
13.20 to 13.30 Discussions with Chair Remarks 

13.30 to 14.30 LUNCH BREAK 
15.00 to 16.30 INAGURATION 

16.30 to 16.45 COFFEE BREAK 
Technical Session-03 Theme: Conceptual and Circumstantial Challenges in the Present Context 

Time& Duration Resource Person Topic 

16
.4

5 
to

 
17

.3
0 16.45 to 17.00 Mr. Shreepada Bicchugatthi Water Resources Management System in Vijayanagara Empire 

17.00 to 17.15 Mr. H. M. Prashanth Roe of stakeholders in water management 
17.15 to 17.30 Discussions with Chair Remarks 

17.30 to 17.45 HIGH TEA 
17.45-18.45 Tungabhadra Aarti 
19.00-20.30 Cultural programme on the theme of water 
20.30-21.30 DINNER 

 
Day-02, Sunday 30th October, 2022 

 
Technical Session-04 
Theme: Glorification/Description of Element of Water in Kannada Literature- Karnatic Knowledge System 

Time& Duration Resource Person Topic 1 0 .

10.00 to 10.25 Sri. Stanzin Water Wisdom/Traditions in Laddakh 



10.25 to 10.40 Dr. Masudi Water rituals and folk in Kashmir 
10.45 to 11.00 Dr. Shipra Mathur Role of Media in Disseminating the Concept 
11.05 to 11.20 Dr. Mukta Sharma Water rituals and folk in Punjab 
11.20 to 11.30 Discussions with Chair Remarks 

11.30 to 11.45 TEA BREAK 
Technical Session-05 Theme: The impact of water on social life of Kannadigas 

Time& Duration Resource Person Topic 

12
.0

0 
to

 1
3.

30
 

12.00 to 12.10 Ms. Tilling Water rituals and folk in Arunchal Pradesh 
12.10 to 12.20 Sri. Malligavad Anand Water Bodies and its Cultural Connect of People 

12.20 to 12.30 R. G. Timmapur Water management in Karnataka 

12.30 to 12.40 Sandeep Suryavamshi Forest, Water and Tribals- Interactions and Changing Notions 

Technical Session-06 
Theme: Dovetailing traditional knowledge with modern science vis-à-vis water conservation (with 
Same Chair and venue) 
12.40 to 12.50 Sri. Narendra Paul Water Wisdom/Traditions in Himachal 
12.50 to 13.00 Padmaprasad Rain : Belief and Practice 
13.00 to 13.15 Sri. Farhad Contractor Water Wisdom/Traditions in India 
13.15 to 13.30 Discussions with Chair Remarks 

13.30 to 14.15 LUNCH BREAK 
Technical Session-07 Theme: Panchmahabhootas: A holistic approach towards ecology Chair: 

Time& Duration Resource Person Topic 

14
.3

0 
to

 

16
.0

0 

14.30 to 14.50 Prof. B.M. Kumarswamy Ecology and Hydrology 
14.55 to 15.20 Prof. Molly Kaushal The Concept of Panchmahabhoot 
15.25 to 15.45 Sri. Ramesh Jalan Panchmahabhoot in International Context 
15.45 to 16.00 Discussions with Chair Remarks 

16.00 to 16.15 COFFEE BREAK 
16.15-17.45 Valedictory and Epilogue 
17.45-18.15 HIGH TEA 
18.15-19.15 Hampi University Campus Visit 
19:30-20:30 Cultural Program 
20.30-21.30 DINNER 

 

Day-03, Monday 31st October 2022 
 

08.00-09.00 BREAKFAST 
09.00-12.00 Visiting archaeological sites in Hampi 

13.30 onwards LUNCH and Departure 
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